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Iran’s Leadership Shaken: President Ebrahim Raisi's Death in Helicopter
Crash

On May 20, 2024, Iran’s President Ebrahim Raisi and several top officials
including Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian were killed when their
helicopter crashed in the mountainous Dizmar forest near the Azerbaijan border.

Preliminary reports attribute the crash to cloud cover, fog, low temperatures, and
poor visibility, which also hindered rescue efforts for several hours. Specifically,
the Iranian branch of the Red Crescent humanitarian network was involved in
reaching the crash site and confirming that there were no survivors.

Ebrahim Raisi, 63, was known for his hardline stance and close alignment with
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 85. His death disrupts potential
succession plans, as he was seen as a likely successor to Khamenei. Raisi's
tenure, marked by conservative policies and severe crackdowns on dissent,
garnered support from conservatives but faced criticism from reformists and
the international community.

According to Iran’s Constitution, the First Vice President, Mohammad Mokhber,
will serve as the interim president, with a new election mandated to occur within
50 days. This rapid transition is designed to prevent a power vacuum. Supreme
Leader Khamenei has declared five days of mourning and assured that there
would be no disruption to the functioning of the state.

The incident's timing is critical as it coincides with ongoing regional conflicts and
Iran’'s deepening involvement with Russia’s activities in Ukraine. Iran's role in
supporting Hamas and other proxy groups in conflicts with Israel adds to the
geopolitical complexity.

Internally, the sudden death of Raisi might lead to a shift in policies depending
on who ultimately succeeds him. If a like-minded hardliner takes his place, policy
continuity is likely. However, the transition period could see a temporary
softening as the new leadership consolidates power. Raisi’s aggressive stance in
international arenas, especially regarding the nuclear program and military
engagements, might see a temporary pause, but long-term strategies are likely
to remain consistent due to the overarching influence of the Supreme Leader.
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