
Chinese President Xi Jinping's recent tour of several European countries, including
France, Hungary, and Serbia, marks a significant effort to strengthen China's global
influence amid Europe's reevaluation of its positions on trade, security, and alliances.
This visit, Xi's first in 5 years, is more than a diplomatic mission; it's a strategic
endeavour to enhance China's standing during a period marked by rising tensions
between China and the European Union (EU), particularly over trade practices and
China's alignment with Russia in the context of the Ukraine conflict.

Despite President Macron's warm gestures and cultural diplomacy in France, Xi offered
no major concessions on the trade imbalances or industrial policies that the EU criticizes
for distorting global markets. Instead, he advocated for continued high-level dialogue,
preferring negotiation over immediate solutions.

The choice of Hungary and Serbia for this tour is strategic, as both nations are known
within the EU for their Russia-friendly stances. By engaging with these countries, Xi aims
to deepen China's influence in a region potentially more receptive to his initiatives.
Discussions in Hungary highlighted prospective Chinese investments in sectors like
electric vehicle technology, reinforcing China's role as a crucial economic partner.

Furthermore, Xi's praise for Hungary's "independent" foreign policy and his advocacy for
a "global community of shared future" in Serbia reflect his attempt to influence Europe's
ideological and strategic alignments. This approach challenges the Western-centric
geopolitical order and positions China as a leader in a multipolar world, where smaller
nations can counterbalance traditional powers.

Xi's tour underscores the intricate dynamics of global relations and China's active efforts
to redefine its role and forge new alliances and partnerships amid evolving global
challenges. In this complex geopolitical landscape, understanding the implications of
these developments is vital.
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