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U.S. and Japan Enhance Military Cooperation in Response to Rising Threats
in the Indo-Pacific

On July 28, 2024, the United States and Japan made significant updates to their
military command structures during the "2+2" security talks in Tokyo. This update
includes the conversion of U.S. Forces Japan into a joint force headquarters, seen
as aresponse to perceived heightened threats from China, Russia, and North
Korea. The "2+2" meeting was attended by U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken
and Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin, alongside their Japanese counterparts.

According to experts, the bolstering of security between the U.S. and Japanisa
result of China’s third plenum, held on July 18, 2024, where China laid out a
comprehensive security framework to support its development and safeguard its
national interests. Recent U.S. intelligence indicates that China's nuclear
warheads surpassed 500 in 2023, up from 400 the previous year, with projections
to exceed 1,000 by 2030. China sees this expansion as vital to counterbalancing
the U.S.

Moreover, regional security and stability are further aggravated by Russia's
deepening military ties with North Korea, evidenced by recent mutual arms
support and joint military activities. The potential triangulation of military
ambitions among China, Russia, and North Korea is a challenge, not just for the
U.S. and Japan, but for the Indo-Pacific as a whole, necessitating enhanced
deterrence measures.

In response, the upgraded U.S. Forces Japan will now operate under a joint force
headquarters for deeper cooperation and interoperability between U.S. and
Japanese forces, ensuring a swift and coordinated response to any regional
threats. As threats along the Taiwan Strait and the South China Sea escalate,
Japan has also shifted from its post-World War Il pacifism by doubling its defense
spending to 2% of GDP (as of 2022).

Additionally, the U.S. and Japan have committed to the alliance's deterrence
posture through advanced technology and defense cooperation. Tokyo and
Washington are pursuing various collaborations in this field, including advancing
missile co-production efforts, building supply chain resilience, and facilitating ship
and aircraft repair.

The U.S. and Japan'’s focus in the Indo-Pacific remains on creating a security
architecture that can effectively manage and mitigate the risks associated with
China's assertive military expansion and the strategic maneuvers of Russia and
North Korea.
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