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The 2024 European Parliament Elections: A Defining Moment for the EU's
Future Path

The 2024 European Parliament elections, set between 06 - 09 Jun 2024 are a
pivotal event with 373 million eligible voters determining the allocation of 705
seats. Key issues include climate change, economic resilience, migration, and EU
stability. Proportional representation ensures every vote counts, and voter turnout
is expected to exceed the 50.7% seen in 2019.

The rise of far-right parties, gaining traction in countries like Germany, Italy, and
France, could significantly transform the European Parliament. These parties,
known for their nationalist and anti-EU rhetoric, resonate with voters influenced
by current political and economic conditions. Their electoral success could lead to
substantial changes in EU policies, particularly regarding immigration and
environmental requlations.

Post-election, coalition formation and the election of the European Commission
President will be critical. Ursula von der Leyen’s re-election bid amidst this
politically charged atmosphere will be significant, as the new parliamentary
makeup will decisively shape the EU’s policy agenda for the next five years.

There is growing concern about political violence, particularly in Germany, which
reported 3,691incidents in 2023. Similar tensions have surfaced during elections
in Slovakia, where Prime Minister Robert Fico faced an assassination attempt.
France, Poland, and the Netherlands have also seen increases in violence against
political figures, though these incidents are generally less linked to the extreme
right compared to those in Germany.

Since early 2024, Europe has experienced widespread protests, particularly in the
agricultural sector. Farmers in Germany, France, and Poland have protested
against EU policies and international trade dynamics affecting local farming
economies.

In this charged political climate, issues like the rise of far-right parties and
increased political violence could significantly impact voter behavior in the
ongoing European Parliament elections. The widespread protests against EU
policies add to the heightened political tension, potentially influencing the
electoral process more than in previous years.
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